Despite dental, oral and maxillofacial surgery being one of the most common indications in developed countries for anaesthetic intervention, this area generally remains significantly under-represented in anaesthesia literature. This book generally succeeds in providing a well-considered overview of many topics in this interesting field.
It explores numerous areas, from relatively simple procedures such as sedation for dental procedures, through to more challenging clinical situations such as major maxillofacial reconstructive surgery, head and neck and maxillofacial malignancy and emergency anaesthetic management for oral and maxillofacial infection and trauma.
Some of the later chapters deal with the more demanding aspects of anaesthesia for this subspecialty, which may be encountered on a regular basis only by anaesthetists with a particular interest or aptitude for these larger cases. However, many of the earlier chapters provide useful clinical approaches to a myriad of (particularly emergency) oral and maxillofacial problems, such as recognition and management of the difficult airway, or management of the emergency patient with airway-threatening infection, or severe airway trauma involving the face and neck. Many stressful emergency situations in which anaesthetists on call might find themselves, with their hearts racing, in the emergency theatre with the oral and maxillofacial or ear, nose and throat surgeon, are covered in a logical and practical manner. Information on airway management in difficult and emergency situations is dealt with particularly well, and generally in much more detail than larger, more generalised anaesthesia reference texts.
Other interesting sections for the consultant or trainee who may be involved only occasionally in this area are the chapters on oral and maxillofacialrelated injuries and hazards during anaesthesia, and the initial section on the history of dental anaesthesia, where it is interesting to read how so many of the initial formative steps in early anaesthesia were so closely related to dental and oral surgery.
Not surprisingly, from a UK-based team of authors, there are sections that will have less relevance for Australasian readers, particularly some of the medico-political discussions, and references to airway and other devices unavailable in Australia and New Zealand. Another small criticism is that discussion is somewhat lacking of some current clinical practice dilemmas, such as management of children and adults with learning difficulties (a common patient group, particularly with dental anaesthesia), and the pros and cons of the use of supraglottic airway devices.
Overall however, this is a well-researched and easy-to-use reference textbook, which will provide interesting reading for those anaesthetists who work regularly in this area, and would be an excellent addition to any departmental library. If nothing else, it provides a structured approach to dealing with
